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WHAT IS ACADEMICWRITING?

Academic writing

It is a formal way to write casual informal
It is informative and factual. informal language

is well structured both at paragraph level uses abbreviations, slang and
and overall 'paper’ level contractions

uses more formal vocabulary, grammar the first person

and sentence structure

uses references from academic literature emotional
to support the points being made

is a serious and professional way to
communicate with your academic peers
and university teaching staff.




Tips for Academic Writing

Avoid writing in the first person

Avoid the use of questions

Avoid using emotive language

Avoid vague vocabulary

Do not use contractions
Do not use colloquialisms

Do not write only of your opinions
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Inclusive language

Be clear about your purpose

Being clear about your audience

Achieving the right tone



Inclusive language

Effective academic writing uses inclusive language without bias.

Avoid gender-specific language when it is inappropriate. For example, instead of referring to 'man' or mankind' to
refer to humanity, use terms such as 'humankind' or 'people’.

Be clear about your purpose

Be very clear about the specific purpose of the writing task — what have you been asked to do?

Seek clarification if in doubt.

Ensure that you are following the instructions of the task strictly and carefully.

Being clear about your audience

The most obvious audience for your assignment is 'your lecturer/tutor' who is also the 'marker’.
Do not leave out any basic or essential information because you think it is too obvious for them.

Your lecturer/tutor expects you to show that you know the material and the subject matter, and that you are able to perform the task at
hand.

Imagine that you are writing for someone in order to teach the person about the topic. Consequently, you need to be explicit and clear.

Achieving the right tone

The right tone in your writing depends on how well you understand the nature and purpose of the task
The assignment type —e.g. case study, report, reflective journal, literature review.

Each assignment type has different requirements with regard to the structure and appropriate language
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W r 't l n g at Develop your critical thinking and problem solving skills

Understand, analyse, interpret and evaluate disciplinary,
professional and technical knowledge

o o
U n IVe rs Ity Develop, explain and justify your own ideas, position

Three characteristics of academic writing

Evidence 3 Language

4'lbu "araumem (poslﬂon/rocoma)daﬂon Move from more general (eg introducing) to more
etc) apecific (eg expanding/elaborating) and back to more

' general (eg summarising) within the structure of the
Whatcountaasewdehosmvaryfmm R o SRRTRE

om di”m ol pmm tnm Paragraphs: topic - supporting - concluding sentences

Essays: introduction - body - conclusion

‘evidence are not always clear md them When and what words to use:
is some wellap. :
Paraphrase states, indicates, argues,
and cite as shown by, according to.
evidence as suggested in

similarly. alternatively, therefare,
Literature Express consaquently, howaver. in contrast.
Sodke: relationships  in comparison, for example,
journal seticks, as a result

raports i
considerably, effectively,
, Evaluate significant, difficult, successful

Data Artefacts may, probably, often, frequently,
Moderate mest, some, In most cases,
in this example, in this situation

firstly, secondly, finally,
in summary. In conclusion

data sots, case abstract constructs
studies, milerviews, (eg brands, movements),
questionnai physical objects/ places/

=paces. coline places/ s‘wm
spaces texts (books. fim)

Be precise and consistent with the words you use,
aspecially for discipline-specific terminology.
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